THE VILLAGE IN ITS
HISTORICAL CONTEXT

As you walk around the footpaths on the map there are many things to look
out for showing how humans have occupied the land since pre-history. Buried
underground are evidences of human activity in the lron Age (800BC-100AD)
when the Cherwell valley would have been a route for travel and the presence
of water helped to sustain the creation of small settlements on the edge of the
floodplain. Rainsborough Camp just outside our boundary on the south side
of Charlton is a fine example of an Iron Age hill fort and would be a pleasant
destination for a side excursion.

The Romans have not left any visible evidence of their presence in King’s Sutton
but the discovery of a Roman villa in Croughton (beyond Charlton) dating
from the 4th century shows that they were active in the area.

But by the 9th century King’s Sutton was already a recognised centre and gave
its name to the Hundred - an established grouping of parishes in the shre of
Northampton and the bishopric (then) of Lincoln. The church of St Peter & Paul
exercised ecclesiastical control over a wider area including three other hamlets
in the parish: Astrop survived as a hamlet and has been linked into the main
village during the last hundred years. But two of the settlements at Walton in
the south and Purston in the north withered away after the upheavals o the
Black Death in the 14th century and are described by historians as‘Deserted
Medieval Villages' - but there is evidence of the old roads and enclosures can
be seen on the ground.

King's Sutton was farmed in the traditional open-fields system up to the end
of the 18th century when Astrop and the King'’s Sutton were enclosed by Acts
of Parliament in 1770 and 1805. The parish council has a copy of the endosure
map made for King's Sutton.

The period of the Civil War, though active in the Cherwell valley and Banbury,
largely passed King's Sutton by, with no reports of skirmishes or disruption.
But in the Restoration period a spring attributed to St Rumbold in Astrop Park
was found to have therapeutic powers and a spa developed which flourshed
with a reqular season for about a hundred years before other spas such as
Leamington became more fashionable.

Most of the houses in the village were thatched and from time to time there
were fires, with the largest and best known in 1785. Many houses and other
buildings were destroyed and donations were received from other places in
the Banbury region. Plaques were erected on rebuilt properties but in almost
all cases the soft local stone has crumbled away. The centre of the fire was at
the junction of the Square and Whittall Street (formerly High Street).

The Oxford Canal passes King’s Sutton about 750 metres from the village, but
there is no direct footpath connection. It was constructed between 17639 and
1790 to link Coventry with London. It reached Banbury from Coventry in 1778
but did not get to Oxford until 1790, The towpath now forms part of the 82-
mile Oxford Canal Walk.

In the last century there was extensive mining for ironstone in the Cherwell
valley. In King's Sutton it took place near Buston Farm, Walton Grounds and
near Twyford Mill. If you take the footpath (A59) from the mill uphill you will
see that the ground either side of the access road (footpath) is lower than the
road itself — this is the result of the mining. The ironstoene was taken to a site
next to the railway where it was heated in kilns to reduce the volume and then
taken to the West Midlands to be converted into steel. The mining also took
place across the Cherwell in Adderbury.
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Health walkers meet at the Millennium Hall every Friday and, depending on

your level of fitness, there are two options:-

« The regular walk departs at 9.45am and generally lasts for 1% hours covering
between three and four miles.

+ The shorter walk departs at 10.00am - its duration is about 1 hourand isata
slower pace than the regular walk.

We are fortunate to be surrounded by such gorgeous scenery that, even on the
bleakest days. our walkers have been uplifted and refreshed - especially on their
return to the Hall in time for Coffee Club.

Walkers are encouraged to follow official footpaths and obey The Countryside
Code to minimize their impact on the environment.

The publishers accept no responsibility for any loss, injury or inconvenience
sustained by anyone using this leaflet.
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An historicvillage nestling in the Cherwell valley,
King’s Sutton offers easy access to beautiful

countryside and well-established footpaths.




wnurch of St Peter and St Paul

A place of worship for over 1350 years, this
lovely church is known for its 198ft crocketed
spire. Pevsner describes it as ‘the finest spire
in a county of spires. Its origins are reputed

to go back to 662 when tradition has it that
St Rumbold was baptised in the Romanesque
font, itself found under a mound in the
churchyard in 1923. The church we see today
has Norman origins but was substantially
maodified in the 14th century. It was re-pewed
in 1842 when the galleries were removed, and
later restored by Sir George Gilbert Scott in
1866. One clue to its prominence is that the
name of the village suggests that it was King's
southern ‘tun’ or estate, and it may have been
a Minster church in late Saxon/Norman times,
exercising responsibility over a much wider
area than its own parish.

Manor House

At the time of the Domesday Book (1086) the Manor of King's Sutton was
owned by the Crown and continued in the Crown until 1156 when Henry Il
granted it to Richard Camvill. The village at this time was one of the largest
in the county with 31 households and three mills. At the time of the Civil War
Richard Kenwrick was the lord and a Royalist sympathiser. He is reputed to
have hidden King Charles in the Manor House. In 1735 Sir John Willes from
Warwickshire, who had served as Attorney General and later as the Chief
Justice of Common Pleas, purchased the Manor. The

Lovells

Lovells is an 18th century
building named after the
successive members of a family
who occupied it from 1812

to 1925. It was extensively
remodelled in the early 1840s by
the then churchwarden, Samuel
Lovell, who incorporated
columns from the musicians’
gallery into an open porch which had been removed from the church in 1842.

Monks’ Cottages

The ‘Monks’ Cottages'date from
the 17th century, and they may
have been rebuilt after the
King's Sutton Fire of 1785.

Q Cottage

Q Cottage dates from 1550 and is one of the
oldest surviving domestic dwellings in the
village. Although renovated, its character
survives in the overhanging east wall and the
curious alterations around the chimney stack.

Baptist Church

The Baptist movement came to King's
Sutton in 1781 when worshippers met
in members' houses. A barn on the
present site of the church was then
used until 1867 when the building

we see today was erected at a cost of
£480. Baptisms were carried out in the
River Cherwell near old Twyford Mill.
They were witnessed at times by as
many as 200 people.

The Old School

The Old School {(architect: Daniel
Squirhill of Leamington) was opened
in 1847 under the auspices of the National Society for Promoting Religious
Education for 'educating the children of labouring, manufacturing and other
poorer classes in the
Parish of King's Sutton’
The site was given by
William Willes of Astrop
House to the Vicar and
Churchwardens. It was
built at ‘tween towns’
which was the area, now
built-up, between King's
Sutton and Astrop. Boys
were taught downstairs
and the girls upstairs.

Willes family were also responsible for building the ! x ... f i Many of the girls skipped school to attend the Lace
A S iddleton :
nearby Astrop House. " tBantury s fe M L rop School in order to learn a trade. The school was closed
Y P '3‘-% RWELL House
ok a . . .
The present % g KING'S SUTTON & in 1909 when the new school in Richmond Street was
Manor House r;% o & opened. It was then used as a Church Hall, finally
5 [+] 5 5 i .
dates from -~ £ 0 100 200 yards £ closing in 1964 to become a private dwelling.
A = <
around d s X . HEWLANDS 0 00 200meters S Astrop House
1650 .?nd ] o S o v T o ' 5 St Rumbald’s Well Astrop i | f ial charact d histori
contains later § - ' oo % % g : Vo s m..ﬁ.,% & . Astrop is a place of special character and historic
additions. Itis £~ 3 e 2 , Y f KingssSittan i, : interest. Sir John Willes, of the Manor House, started
; 'y 3§ 3 g : : :
saidto have mmbm %‘% 2 _,;wb‘ﬁmc.n,u“ ooﬁb ] anaryka:;mv gz 3 building ijnmﬁeif anew mans‘mn ?t Astrop, then
ance had s Birmingham T Wi g 1< ?é“ ORCHARD WAy / a hamlet in King's Sutton parish, in about 1740
d d 2 % B \CHMOND STH 2 . in the classical style. His successors built lateral
undergroun 19,4*" Allotments N s} : ; ; i i
escape B "% o S 4 = £S5 o = Astrop wings to designs by Sir John Soane in 1805, These
i o ASTROP B S
route to the Q Cottage ‘!;hmh 0 al® EE Allatments f 35 EE were epiargs:ld later in the 19th century and then
Church 2 waLe or'g‘ - ' & ShakE iy Reni;:a demolished in 1961. The stream to the east of the
. 3 Ul illenni : - We -
) .__;;o th [ M";‘,‘,',;‘f,,"g’,”;l“a" ' Recreation Field 4D . house was dammed to provide an ornamental lake
Court House ~t £ ealiicenre as® and Capability Brown is known to have advised on the
. . ﬁ. 2 - w ASTROP -
The Courthouse is situated on the south side of The et 0% 3__the Buichers e = _— landscaping.
Square and is unmistakable with its black and white £ s A=t - o School & to Charlton,
: ! £ . \:RuncH"‘ Lovells § el 0 st i
timber construction. Typical of the style of many houses 2 ok '% pSY Aoy
3 c8.* 1 Churchol wi ¥ Monke Cottages g
built before e " StPeter & -
: e % “StPaul  Stocks ¢ iz L TheWhite o
1600, it i ‘ﬁ 1 " Horse Inn GLEd® e
dates from e "o Mangr Court \8
1550.Iti ~dAs, ) House House
Litis 4 . e z “o““ Mainroute  —m— Railway \
known to ey v Other road Woodland \
have been ‘\“:‘ e s ‘-% Sy rmess Fao:tlpalh D gn:lwayslleel \
3 mmwmm ST b = B B il
adwelling & ~ds, e i \\
as well as A . ;
being th \ © Global Mapping { Skesmi | A
€ing % € i Contains Ordnance Survey® data \
manorial N o x :&4‘"‘""5‘ © Crown (npwlg..h: and database right 2020 \
ondon 3 derbury ]
courthouse. i . Iy




® 7 | = oL e "' e o
E 4 i & i R
) 4AR000MT T — £ BCA gp—tomnilpur s
Pony R Ao Ay
241000 er=" = { i
_r Overthorpe !
’
W e e ; N
! LS .-“35_' K,
o 250 TR .

-

o | Warkworth

§ Warkworth /' — 7/
House
| I . Grove'
| House
Warkworth
- Hall Farm
. % &g I| :
Oxford Canal ‘__ﬁ-‘h_‘._:‘.:‘.
o ] 1'%
me® Blackpits | ‘.‘
ﬂ? | Farm 3
> “ WARKWORTH CP ¢
-
i | .

_—
-
23
387 . L =
I
i
/i
£
;
e
: -
i -
i g
| h L A\ e
i e Farm R ¢\ )}
l = "R Twyfo.[d* 1 ;
i " & Wharf = [

. 1

. 4
T, Buston :

! |

Fdrm .

¥

-5 sneaf‘],__;.;’r !
(ﬁ,:S;_\.;l.m b o 5

we Lodge h

1+ 2

4

AS

Keeper's .*°7
~Cottage
s 127 Rowdon
\ ~7 # Plantation

,-" Cobbler's Pits
Spinney
&

[
[

50§ / Eui:'gess HSIl

,» MIDDLETON CHENEY

“;?‘;arthin ho@e b - FARTH”;\_[__@EJCP i ”

K

\.. - =
- Rosamond's

Upper Astrop

== =Newbottie_ 1

Astrop g
House

KING'S SU

1
[
1

TION C

Lodge ;S_ginn_'ey'
!

+ 1 e’ ! o
"/’ _-— s .
) 45 4000m Cﬂi:kley -
S o | ?ake' Y
T ! N s 24 ] 000m
3 , i
\ é\\bf’ '\_\
7 N
| P b
[} b
i \-\
} - o
/A o
o« o
m34 74
S . Abbey Lodge
| L -3 Farm .
. | Y
e , Pheasant “%‘)
75 s Michael & - 5 gl
¢ AllAngels &) % -~
Church-" © Wil
e .T [ Z

. Farm
Farthinghoe | By S
\| ’ Lolcri‘gge 3 Green Acres a
Farm

et

(i# ~
_ Stony
‘<., Brake 3 [Marior
| :;-.. s | Farm Y=~ AMg
‘k;;\“ Irﬁ-.r ..__:
Y ; :
ES ! ; :
\\ :' .\ }‘?&} -~
T ! Lond \
PR fam % steane
i G"Ge;;z‘\ h ~" s Grounds
{1 S
N =8 ‘30',..,"!-._,___’_&l ! E h‘;‘; |
3 P T T - =
i Colready =~ B ol ;
i = I
! o | l\ I = Hinton/
! N __._T'f | Grounds
L D, (= ! Farm
| G b ] ] / =
I\ /‘ 1COIEreqdy / £ 2
o | Plantation / !.f
A , / 7
| [ I r i
| b /
: | Walltree I Hinton
Forceleap 3z / ‘
| Copse | \z
| DeltaForce - 3 At
1| Pamtﬂ ' k Cut ﬁy_\{'ay Cafe
i Hinton-in
/ S

| the-Hedges

/
Airfield

Forceleap , . /
Farm i.'ﬁr/ )

1
E
L

\NEWBOT|TLE CP === =/ P B
Z y 4 S |

| A S e
J| e
f '»—‘u.-j.'f
- S : /5 Charlton
| * House Farm

1
1 -




TR Rl Bt

| 3’;"\-1“-5-3;:' \".\ ?;{}\\ J \’_:/ Newbattle Th;i:;ieg ! Charlton. .
e o\ Ny
o i e N < ANA ---""""‘:‘- ¥ L5
b A X s T oL 8 A ¥ Charlton
’q-"’c ) b " i N b T Firs
# 6‘,‘? Sydenham ‘?J")J S femeeal a A A 4 e e
s o, Farm % ' | o Al = =
o 2 wh S 7 \ = o
Banbury s at al .t A\ e ~f
Business 5, u-:' | = '\.\ O E]
! | 2 Paik L P j ,
- ' X il 2 | N /
(= L s H B s \ | TR S
r | \ 5 / s | b / B l}\i’ St Rumbold's Well
354 i e i } - % "{ — —- et | it /f am S £ - -}J-!' <35
: Bo-Peep ’ Mill House 7 - <3 \_\ pne_ g Fan': - / A : a3
.+ Farm \ \ e | oo /{,,,..--'"' e . / lowler's o
— \“Nell Bridge ! ' ‘\ N s b £ TSV S Cari || Covert o
Cottages | ;\’g T s \‘GWaItog o . As13 L7 oS ‘{__“,-.,__ ---------------------- = Myers' | 5
¥ S rounds, .7 > R i bl £ Copse
/ ; “Hell Bndgen._ Wakeh e ¢ St S i feers
S0 5 / - ! v \ : £14 = b
By : Bouse', * T;'r';f ;9 Grounds \ - X s \ ;I _
| : - i iz 1/
-l 1 \ [ AshTree
Waterbridge © °, Banbury 7 College \ sLodge 7
- Lo = - Golf Club B |[ermte el
\® 5 | % s #
\ : = 2 I Sao S
. w '. | A
" : | i % | %
34 =i : | R (g A 34
\ =i i { | i Vo 2y
' Pesthouse ! S~y 3 .
5 Bkl = Wgod Warren | . S (=
e e I icklands S Farm | ) 1 ke
sreat] B - o ! Cﬁpu.ghton Te? Rp AN
P ! i | The Blackbird |
TG 221" ) '
- Wilson
Gorse ga100 | B4031
; Park Corner
! . Lodge
et NP ks [ S Three
-27="=" Oldvillage stocks, King's Sutton \“‘\ | . SStEA Id::hels 4 - Corner
S SR 7 Coal W o y B O\ | aynho Pan €N il con, | "~ Spinney / 7
: | & \ . / | =z Oak G \1‘ House % Ryeland | R /
\ 2 atesl\ \ Hill ~ Padbury's r. / Ba;ﬁ i \
g ErE foatoath | 5 e Northcotehill. Bottom L =
y . | X AYNHO CPY| el Mot L st B8~ ~ CROUGHTON CP
A road —_———— . bridleway \ =y 0 g /7 = |
2 h Jf )y 5 S \
B road b s s e s e e DY WY "II Aynho \', \“E‘}‘ # J .;/ “‘--.,,__‘ '!lu S,
y 2 ' Y The Mill i Smanbhill i
minor road e b e i restricted byway | { Park ! -. 7 Hsusé ‘\cﬂﬁglr': / Covert i I
local road « @ o |ongdistance path i il‘"v ?rk nehn : i
- s al
P I::“. < Flat //‘\ p@\l b — 36 1
lane or track e s o o e o oOtherroutewith Aynho lﬁ ‘o VA The -m:\ o4
public access Grounds | @ £ Oaks ' P g
32 e railway T Yo : 15— e ri—
public access land J i 21 e
it parish boundary /q,,—-m o w f
=0 (1. ‘«‘ “) StMary'’s
 Soulds 73— 'i“‘“f?":
g o
. = H s W, s 12 PSR L
SCALE 1: 25 000 Hacketty's Way Seia. 50ulde,
o 14 1/2 mile Wharf Lane
0 500 m 1 km Map data B
© Global Mapping www.globalmapping.uk.com Contains Ordnance Survey® data S O UL D E N C P 3 St Michael’s Church, Aynha
Design and Cartography by Mary Spence MBE & Crown copyright and database right 2020 et PG ‘,
| . ,_~' " \s\ . .’
raEl \ A 1 \ i . e
,3]'.':‘J- ". 'f . + l 1 ‘ Fl '.JA > = 4 — P — ; 1 - 3'!_"‘
; . o = - I’Piou hle m R
sp "':18" 20m i 49 // “ i L o f o 9 )" \\ 53 Tower /
\ ; S
\ 1 Y .

» _,-' Hill

, 15.4000m I

e i‘



